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CABLEGRAM FROM HIS HOLINESS, POPE PIUS Xi 


The Association was honored by the following cablegram 
from his Holiness, Pope Pius XII, in response to a message 
of filial homage extended to His Holiness by the delegates 
to the Forty-first Annual Meeting: 

“April 15, 1944. 
“Archbishop Cicognani, 
Washington, D. C. 


“Holy Father, acknowledging with paternal gratification 
filial assurance of devotion and prayerful remembrance, 
cordially imparts to Bishop Eustace, Monsignor Johnson, 
and the Members of the National Catholic Educational Asso- 
ciation assembled in annual meeting his special apostolic 
benediction as an earnest of divine guidance and assistance 
in their efforts to advance the cause of Catholic education. 

“(Signed) CARDINAL MAGLIONE.” 
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GENERAL RESOLUTIONS 


At the Forty-first Annual Meeting held at Atlantic City, 
April 12 and 13, 1944, the National Catholic Educational 
Association adopted the following resolutions: 


I. 


From the depths of our hearts we express unto the Vicar 
of Christ, Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, our unswerving 
loyalty and filial homage. In the midst of the darkness that 
has settled over the face of the earth, He keeps burning for 
us and all mankind the saving light of Christ’s holy truth. 
We pray that God may preserve Him and the Holy City in 
which he dwells. May the Divine Spirit direct and guide 
those who are responsible for military decisions lest the 
heartbreaking spectacle of a ruined Rome diminish the joy 
that will be ours on the day that victory comes. 


II. 


The National Catholic Educational Association is mourn- 
ing the loss of two powerful personalities upon whose wis- 
dom and courage it has leaned from the days when it was 
first organized. The Most Reverend Francis W. Howard, 
D.D., the Association’s founder, and the Most Reverend 
John B. Peterson, D.D., for many years it president gen- 
eral, have been called to their eternal reward. Throughout 
the forty years of its existence, they gave to the Association 
their unstinted devotion, and because of them it has an 
honored place in the Church and in the nation. We-pledge 
ourselves to continuing loyalty to the principles for which 
they stood and to labor zealously for Catholic education in 
the framework of traditions that they have established. 


III. 


We are grateful to His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Bartholomew J. Eustace, S.T.D., Bishop of Camden, for 
graciously inviting us to hold our forty-first meeting in his 
Diocese and for his cordial and inspiring message of wel- 
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come. To Monsignor Maurice R. Spillane and his co- 
workers who worked so generously to assure our comfort 
and convenience we are deeply indebted and find it impos- 
sible to express our appreciation in words that are at all 
adequate. 

IV. 

The home is the fundamental educational agency. The 
first responsibility for the proper rearing of children and 
young people is vested in parents, and hence the rights of 
parents in matters educational are prior to those of the 
government, the school, or any other agency. In the de- 
gree that the home fails in its mission or that parental rights 
are circumscribed, children are deprived of the kind of up- 
bringing that belongs to them by nature and which alone 
is effective for the development of worthwhile human be- 
ings and good citizens. Effective cooperation between home 
and school is of vital importance. At the same time it is 
the duty of schools at every level to provide opportunities 
for education for family living and for homemaking. 


V. 


Sound and salutary relations between human beings can 
never be established unless they are rooted in that complex 
of relations with God which we call religion. It remains 
forever true that, unless God builds the house, those that 
build it build in vain. The Catholic people of the United 
States, by reason of the fact that they have developed for 
their children a system of education in which religion is 
the central core of the curriculum and the definitive ele- 
ment in the whole organization, are making a fundamental 
contribution to the preservation, the improvement, and 
the perpetuation of American democracy. 


VI. 


We hereby record our solemn realization that as Catho- 
lic educators it is our sacred duty not only to the Catholic 
people who are supporting our schools but to the nation 
at large to continue to labor with unremitting zeal not only 
to maintain our schools but to intensify their Christian 
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character and thus to make them instruments increasingly 
effective for the promotion of the truth that alone can 
make men free. 

VII. 

No people can long remain free once it loses control of its 
schools. The American tradition of local responsibility 
for education is a sacred heritage handed down to us by 
our freedom-loving forefathers. We compromise with it 
or permit it to be frittered away at our peril as free men. 
The National Catholic Educational Association notes with 
real concern the tendency on the part of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to become more and more active in the field of edu- 
cation. We recognize that there is a national interest in 
education, but we insist that this national interest does not 
justify the assumption on the part of any federal agency of 
authority to control and direct the purposes and processes 
of American schools or to interfere with their administra- 
tion. 


VIII. 


We note with satisfaction that our Government is tak- 
ing an active interest in the problem of the place of edu- 
cation in the post-war world. The Department of State 
has taken official cognizance of the need for some form of 
permanent international organization for education. The 
common interests and purposes of human beings find bet- 
ter expression by far in education than in political or eco- 
nomic institutions. Heretofore, education has had no 
instrumentality for making its influence felt in international 
affairs. The development of such an instrumentality may 
well prove to be a real contribution to the establishment of 
an enduring peace. 

IX. 

Our immediate concern is the health and growth of the 
Catholic Schools; we cannot evade a duty peculiarly our 
own to work and pray for lasting peace. It is obvious that 
no covenant of peace written in hate or revenge or lust for 
power can long endure. By individual effort few of us can 
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do much to guarantee a humane and human peace. Work- 
ing together all of us can raise an effective voice in behalf of 
minorities and in defense of the rights of oppressed peo- 
ples. Our own government entertains no sinister designs 
upon the liberties of weaker nations. We pledge ourselves 
to support our government insisting that when this war is 
ended, justice to individuals and justice to nations will 
prevail, 
(Signed) SAMUEL K. WILSON, S.J., Chairman. 
MAURICE R. SPILLANE, 
THOMAS PLASSMANN, 
BROTHER PHILIP, F.S.C., 
LEO M. BYRNES, 
Committee on Resolutions. 














TWO GREAT LEADERS 
A Tribute to Bishop Howard and Bishop Peterson 


VERY REV. THOMAS PLASSMANN, O.F.M., PH.D., 8.T.D. 


President, St. Bonaventure College and Seminary, 
St. Bonaventure, N. Y. 


“What are the two olive trees upon the right side of the 
candlestick, and upon the left side thereof?” (Zach. 4, 11.) 
Again and again, the Prophet Zachary asked the angel of 
the Lord the meaning of this vision. The first answer was: 
“Not with an army, nor by might, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts” (11, 6). And the second answer: “These 
are two Anointed who stand before the Lord of the whole 
earth” (11, 14). Holy Mother Church gives the third 
answer in her antiphon on the Feast of the two valiant 
martyrs SS. John and Paul: “These are the two olive trees, 
and the two candlesticks which give light before the Lord.” 


Neither the Holy Spirit who inspired the pages of Sacred 
Scripture, nor Mother Church who has woven our Sacred 
Liturgy around the altars of her saints, will protest as I 
make bold to attempt a fourth answer, in my humble tribute 
to two great Ecclesiastics, who, for the first time in many 
years are not with us today. They have gone to their 
Father’s house, whose brightness dims all earthly light, “for 
the glory of God lights it up, and the Lamb is the lamp 
thereof” (Apoc. 21, 23). 

Bishop Howard and Bishop Peterson came to us, “not 
with an army, nor by might, but by the spirit” of the Lord 
of hosts. Like two olive trees they have spread the fra- 
grance of their beautiful lives through the spacious edifice 
of God’s temple; like two golden candlesticks they have 
shed the light of their wisdom through the vast halls and 
corridors of Catholic Education, and far beyond upon the 
great highway of the world. And today, we feel assured, 
these two Anointed of the Lord stand before His holy throne, 
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in the splendor of the celestial ‘““Aureola” which the great 
Teacher has placed upon their brows. 

I shall not detain you with lengthy biographical sketches. 
Dates and places mean little where the great cause of the 
Church predominates all. The noblest figures in ecclesi- 
astical history have cared least for what the annals and 
archives of the world contain of their works and careers. 
Like that of the Divine Master, their sole concern was, and 
still is, “that the Scriptures might be fulfilled”; that they 
might serve as humble and worthy tools in the Hand of 
Providence; that they might do “their Father’s will.” And 
their only ambition: that their names be entered in the 
Book of Life, while the world may continue to carve its 
names in steel and stone and to measure its achievements 
by the number of journals or volumes sold at cheap book- 
stands in the streets. 

And yet, because the lives of all great churchmen are like 
golden threads in the warp and woof of God’s eternal coun- 
sels, we love to trace the wondrous weavings of their apos- 
tolic zeal in the finished texture of Christ’s Mystical Body; 
to study the influence that contacts with great leaders or 
schools or lifelong interests may have wrought upon their 
minds and hearts; to analyze, finally, their own philosophy 
of life in the grand scheme of their Saviour’s call: “I say to 
you, lift up your eyes and behold that the fields are already 
white for the harvest” (John 4, 35). 

Bishop Howard was born in 1867, in the hallowed atmos- 
phere of a Catholic home in Columbus, Ohio. He received 
his elementary schooling at the hands of devoted Sisters, 
his higher education under the Vincentian Fathers at Niag- 
ara University, and his theological training at Mt. St. Mary’s 
Seminary. Ordained in 1891, he later attended Columbia 
University, where he enjoyed the companionship of the 
Paulist Fathers, and subsequently studied in the Eternal 
City. Before and ever after these periods of study, pastoral 
work was his mission and spiritual delight. He proved an 
effective organizer and a farseeing builder, while he ever 
sought to adorn God’s material temple with the glorious 
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vesture of our Sacred Liturgy, and God’s invisible temple 
with the word of the Spirit and his own beautiful priestly 
example. As the Shepherd of the Diocese of Covington, 
since 1923, his zeal kept pace with the widening field of his 
administrative duties, and not a child in a deserted lane of 
the city or a family on a lonesome hillside in his vast diocese, 
escaped his watchful eye and pastoral care. 

As early as 1901 he became officially associated in his 
native diocese with the work of Catholic Education. This 
was his favorite interest from the start, and today we are 
gathering the ripe fruit of what he has planted—The Na- 
tional Catholic Educational Association. He was privileged 
to father its early organization and to witness its tremen- 
dous growth and ever spreading influence. Having been the 
National Secretary since 1902, he served as its President 
General from 1928-1936, and as Chairman of the Advisory 
Board until his death, January 18, 1944, at the age of 76. 

Bishop Peterson was born at Salem, Mass., in 1871. 
After his elementary training at Boston public schools he 
chose a business career. Upon struggling with a series of 
illnesses, he embarked upon the studies for the Priesthood, 
first at the Marist College of Van Buren, Maine, later at St. 
Anselm’s College, and finally at St. John’s Seminary at 
Brighton, under the guidance of the Sulpician Fathers for 
whom he cherished a fond affection to the end. Ordained 
in 1899, he pursued postgraduate studies at Paris and in the 
Eternal City. Returning in 1901, he was assigned to the 
Chair of Church History, and in 1906, to that of Moral 
Theology at St. John’s Seminary. He was Rector of this 
institution for fifteen years until his consecration as Titular 
Bishop of Hippo and Auxiliary to his Eminence William 
Cardinal O’Connell. He was the Shepherd of the See of 
Manchester, N. H., since 1932. 

To the older members of this Association, Bishop Peterson 
is best remembered as the ideal Seminary Rector, not onlv 
because of the eminent place which St. John’s Seminary oc- 
cupied under his prudent administration and Christ-like 
guidance, but especially because of the authority that his 
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presence commanded at our meetings, and of. his noble ex- 
ample and priestly dignity. In 1936 he was elected Presi- 
dent General of the Association, which office he held to the 
end. Meanwhile, since 1935, he served as Episcopal Chair- 
man of the Department of Education in the N. C. W. C. and 
held administrative positions in this department till his 
death, which occurred March 15, 1944, at the age of 72. 

The companionship of these two men was a source of con- 
stant inspiration, even as their leadership proved a bulwark 
of strength. Churchmen to the core, staunch champions 
of the Gospel and all its truths, they exemplified the strength 
that lies in unity as well as the beauty that variety affords. 
United in their holy cause, in every one of its principles, 
even in the measure of the zeal that fired them on, they yet 
differed “as star differs from star” in their personal manner 
of approach. For the cause of Christ is vast and varied; 
extending from pole to pole it is destined to build up, while 
this spiritual battle lasts, the great bridge between the 
Alpha and the Omega. And the Alpha and Omega com- 
prise that marvelous organism known as the Mystical Body 
of Christ. It embraces the entire flock and each individual 
member. And here is the point of departure—the difference 
between the two leaders. While Bishop Howard concerned 
himself primarily with the individual members, with each 
immortal soul redeemed by the Saviour’s blood, Bishop 
Peterson, on the other hand, held outlook primarily over the 
large aggregate of Christians, the infallible Church founded 
by the God-Man. And thus practising “the truth in love,” 
the two leaders met in undying friendship, and grew up 
together “in him who is the head, Christ” (Eph. 4, 15). 

If we analyze the pastoral and educational career of 
Bishop Howard, his writings, his words, and his attitudes, 
it will be readily seen that they all converge upon the worth 
of the immortal soul, the dignity of human personality, the 
liberty which is its native right. He recognized the need and 
always promoted the maintenance of unity, but he insisted 
that it arise from innermost convictions, and that it must 
not be stifled or stiffened by either undue centralization or 
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unwarranted regimentation. Wholehearted cooperation, 
not only among his fellows, but equally with other creeds, 
classes or countries, was his constant aim in so far as gen- 
uine sincerity was at the bottom. Over-night opportunism 
and shallow affiliations that served only the fleeting hour or 
a temporary gain had no place in his philosophy. His char- 
ity was unbounded, but where principle was at stake, its 
language and actions were tempered by the rock-bottom 
honesty of his soul. No threat or promise or large material 
gains from any source could frighten or befriend him when 
there was reasonable fear of forfeiting what he considered 
the most priceless gift of all, liberty of thought and action 
in a cause which he knew to be that of God and his Church. 

Being of the old school and the sound conviction that there 
has been no radical change in man’s capacity and ability 
since Adam’s day, and that the student still must work “in 
the sweat of his brow” for what he wants and needs, he 
looked askance, with some disgust and a sprinkling of 
humor, at pretentious pedagogical programs, high sounding 
phrasiologies, sweeping slogans, psychological and mechan- 
ical devices, credit systems and semester hours, which not 
infrequently serve to pull the student away from the old- 
fashioned, worn-out school bench, and make him and his 
patrons prematurely believe that he is educated. Instead, he 
preferred that his teachers emulate the method of the great 
Preceptor of Nazareth of Whom it is said that “He himself 
knew what was in man” (John 2, 25). 

In large measure, Bishop Howard has stamped these fun- 
damental ideas upon our National Catholic Educational 
Association. Freedom was the watchword. Catholic educa- 
tion, he argued, must be afforded a chance to find itself and 
express itself freely in a genuinely voluntary association; in 
an unrestrained forum for intelligent discussion and thor- 
ough exploration of the deepest convictions among all Cath- 
olic educators in the land, and only then, after a well- 
rounded program is assured, is it safe and sound to launch 
forth upon strenuous and fearless action. Obedient to 
authority as no other man, he nevertheless jealously guarded 
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the Association against any encroachment or undue inter- 
ference from any source. He was proud enough to defend 
its rights, and humble enough to accept orders duly giver 
as well as to acknowledge his own mistakes. 

Bishop Howard’s Latin Schools were no mere hobby. 
They originated in the deep-seated conviction of the abiding 
value of an age-old tradition which looks upon classical 
studies and culture, not as the content but as the safe en- 
closure of the Church’s sacred and infallible trust. In this 
he was a realist. He acknowledged that our Christian cul- 
ture stands with both feet upon the Graeco-Roman world 
of thought and teaching. He readily owned that our com- 
plex modern society will demand new and more adequate 
services from the rising generation, but, rather than lose 
time in endless experimentation, he followed the sound 
axiom: “Tene quod habes” (Apoc. 3,11). Well did he know 
that the giant minds of Hellas and of Rome, with the sober- 
ing, chastening, and ennobling stamp of Christianity upon 
them, have produced the intellectual tools which have no 
parallel within our limited purview; that they have stood the 
test, and have produced genuine leadership for both Church 
and State. 

It is only a few months hence, that I was privileged to 
receive from Bishop Howard, as we met in Buffalo, this 
parting, pathetic message: “I may not long be with you,” he 
said. “All my life I have sought to establish a permanent 
and dignified place for the Classics in our Catholic curricu- 
lum. It is my hope that my work will go on. I leave it with 
you and your colleagues.” Some day we may fully realize 
the significance of this last mandate of our departed leader. 

Bishop Peterson, equally loyal to his Master and His holy 
cause, seemed intrigued rather by that beautiful saying 
which so well reflects the inmost yearning of the great Heart 
of the Saviour: “I have compassion on the multitude.” 
Sharing Bishop Howard’s pastoral solicitude in full meas- 
ure, he spent the best years of his life, not in the care of the 
souls of the rank and file, but in the training of the future 
leaders in Christ’s kingdom. And his whole energy was 
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bent upon imbuing them with the sacredness of their high 
calling, with an abiding love for the manifold duties in the 
service of the supreme Shepherd, Teacher and High-priest ; 
with apostolic zeal in the pastoral, social, missionary, and all 
other assignments in God’s great Vineyard. 


It was the tremendous social program of the Church that 
fascinated him. How frequently and eloquently we heard 
him speak of the Catholic home, the first social unit estab- 
lished by the Almighty Himself, the source of every blessing, 
the bulwark of our social system. And his words were fire 
and flame when he visualized the Bride of Christ as the 
Mistress of the world, the Educator of nations, the one and 
only power that has the strength and the courage to create 
order in the social unrest of our day. 


A philosopher and historian by nature and profession, his 
mind was alert to all spiritual and social needs and ailments 
as well as to the remedies and the ethical values involved. 
With genuine sympathy for the laborer, due appreciation 
for the problems of the employer, he was able to adjust their 
differences with fine tact and sound judgment. His leader- 
ship in the settlement of the famous Amoskeag Mill Strike 
may serve as a classic example. 

“Pro fide et patria” stands written over his whole career. 
Because he loved God, he loved his country as the gift of 
God. And for the same reason, true churchman and citizen 
that he was, he firmly believed that the best American Way 
was the Catholic Way. And whenever his country needed 
his aid in a righteous cause, he was the first to serve as the 
convincing spokesman for the Stars and Stripes. 


With humble, childlike submission this truly great man 
would listen to his elder in age and office, Bishop Howard. 
He accepted his decisions as final. Bishop Peterson was 
slow to speak, but when he spoke his every word was marked 
with wisdom, prudence, keen foresight, and sound judg- 
ment. There was authority in his mien and speech, and 
finality in his pronouncements. And when it was necessary 
to quell a storm or defend a principle or noble cause, his 
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eloquence waxed strong, overpowering, and resounded like 
the “trumpet of God.” Though humble as a child, he did not 
underrate the value of wholesome publicity, “ut ecclesia 
aedificationem accipiat” (I Cor. 14, 5). 


To him education was not an end but a means to the 
greater end; a force of tremendous power, provided it re- 
tained its pristine birthright as a gift of God and the safe 
road to God, and provided it kept aloof from the infectious 
secularism of our day. Though scholar of rare ability, he 
was ever heedful of the Pauline warning: “Scientia inflat, 
charitas vero aedificat” (I Cor. 8, 1). 


May we call these two leaders progressive? They were 
progressive in the truest sense. But their progress was up- 
ward and forward; not to the right nor to the left. “He who 
does not gather with me scatters” (Luke 11, 23). To them 
education retained its primitive meaning which is “to lead 
man out of himself” (from “educere”) to the very highest 
intellectual and moral standards. It is the straight road, the 
royal highway, which avoids the byways and crossroads of 
distracting experimentation and consequent disintegration. 
It starts from the first chapter of the oldest educational 
work written, the venerable Book of Genesis, where the 
Spirit of God writes in idelible letters: “God created man to 
His image and likeness” (Gen. 1, 27), and it ends with the 
deeds and sayings of Jesus and of His Apostles, all of which 
climax in Saint Paul’s golden standard: “donec formetur 
Christus in vobis” (Gal. 4, 19). 


Captions, such as the sovereignty of Academic Freedom 
or the dreaded phantom of Indoctrination amused rather 
than disturbed them. Surely, the school must be free and 
not permit the state or any civil agency to impose a pro- 
gram which destroys the God-given parental rights, which 
opposes the word of God Who is the Author of life and all 
that it holds, which places in jeopardy the temporal and 
eternal welfare of immortal souls. But neither is the 
teacher licensed to choke the minds of innocent children 
with the thorns and thistles of his own whims and fancies or 
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the latest output of some scientific laboratory, before the 
little ones have even learned to inhale the pure air of God’s 
creation; nor is he licensed to uproot in their hearts obedi- 
ence to law, order, and constituted authority. Indoctrina- 
tion? Yes, there must be indoctrination, if the doctrine is 
sound; if it builds up virtue, the fear of God, the love of 
neighbor, of country, and of public order. As to the field of 
scholarly scientific research, however, both our leaders, like 
all Catholic scholars, heartily welcomed earnest application 
and steady progress, in the firm conviction that some day 
the last page of the still undeciphered Book of Nature will 
conclude with what is written on the first page of the Book 
of Revelation. 


When in 1942 Bishop Howard was awarded an honorary 
Doctorate by St. Bonaventure College, in recognition of his 
forty years of service in the N. C. E. A., the citation em- 
bodied this sentence: “To him the sanctuary of the Church 
is the sanctuary of Education.” And this applies equally 
to his distinguished friend. Both met in the sanctuary, but 
each found his way there from a different direction. 


Bishop Howard came in by the large portals, and slowly 
made his way through the spacious middle aisle. A vast 
throng surrounded him, men and women of all classes and 
youngsters with happy smiles; also the sick and afflicted, 
and for each one he had a word of cheer and a fatherly 
blessing. 

Meanwhile he stopped at the shrines of his favorite 
patrons, to invoke their assistance and seek counsel in his 
work: Saint Paul, whose inspired words were continually 
on his lips; Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, who in simple lan- 
guage explained the mysteries of faith to the early Chris- 
tians ; Saint Francis.de Sales, the Patron of Catholic writers 
and valiant champion of the inner life of the Church; Saint 
Chrodegang of Metz, who organized the first cathedral 
school and thus created a safe haven for classical studies in 
the very shadow of the Sanctuary. 


At Bishop Howard’s hands the sacramental graces flowed 
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freely to all the sheep of his flock. He explained to them in 
plain words our ancient Christian Doctrine, and unfolded 
before them the beauty and grandeur of the Church at 
solemn liturgical functions. In the sanctuary before the 
Tabernacle he assembled them all and taught them the 
secret of “the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free” 
(Gal. 4, 31). 


Bishop Peterson made his entrance through the lofty 
sacristy door, in the long procession of young Levites. His 
time was divided between direction, prayer, and study. To 
listen to his words of ripe scholarship was like witnessing 
the gradual growth of Catholic truth, from the pages of 
Holy Writ and the parchments of the early historians on- 
ward and through the days of the Fathers and Doctors of 
the Church. He had mastered them all: he had watched the 
first systematic grouping of that truth by the pen of John 
of Damascus and its later enlargement by Augustine of 
Hippo. From the Sentences of the Lombard he turned to 
the glorious “Summa” of Aquinas, the Angel of the schools. 


With an open and fair mind and the genius of a theologian 
he sought to learn from them all: Bonaventure and Alphon- 
sus, Suarez and Perrone, Newman and Faber down to the 
recent social Encyclicals of the Roman Pontiffs. He visual- 
ized Theology as a temple of beautiful symmetry and en- 
trancing harmony and, in logical consequence, acquired a 
distinct appreciation for each of the sacred sciences. We 
recall with what fervor he defended, on one occasion, the 
scope and the dignity of the Science of Moral Theology. 
Fortunate those Levites whom he directed, from virtue to 
virtue, towards the steps of the Altar. 


Let us bid farewell to these two leaders ‘‘on a high moun- 
tain apart” (Cf. Matt. 17, 1-8). Let us gather around the 
disciples, Peter, James, and John. Together we look up to 
the Saviour in His glorious Transfiguration. And behold, 
there appears on his one side Moses, and on the other Elias. 
May we not say that to us Bishop Howard, who both loved 
the Law and observed it with equal ardor, represents Moses 
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the Law-giver, and that Elias the Prophet appears to us in 
the person of Bishop Peterson, the man of vision and wis- 
dom and spiritual counsel? “It is good for us to be here,” 
we say with Saint Peter. But as we lift up our eyes, we see 
“no one but only Jesus,” the Eternal Teacher. May He 
always abide with us, and may the souls of our two departed 
leaders, through His mercy, rest in peace. 





